Week 7 of Challenge #5
Week of October 25-October 29
Chapter 23

Good Shepherd
Max Lucado wrote a beautiful story in his book, The Crippled Lamb, about a lamb named
Joshua that was born with a deformed leg. Joshua felt sad and defeated much of his
life but he had a special cow friend, Abigail, that would remind him that God had a
special place for him. One day he finally discovered his purpose. The Crippled Lamb is a
children’s book that is a great read for any age. Grab a copy and discover Joshua’s
purpose. The Good Shepherd has a special purpose for each of his sheep. This week’s
chapter on the Good Shepherd reminds us about the relationship Jesus describes to his
people as one of Shepherd and sheep. I love the imagery of sheep and Shepherd. I too,
like Joshua-the lamb have felt crippled without purpose at times. The Good Shepherd
has scooped me up from my crippled position and held me through the trials and
hardships of life and continues to gently lead me on. When we seek after Him and
follow Him we will find purpose. We will find value and importance and see ourselves
as Christ’s image bearers.
Jesus identifies himself in John 10:7-11 as the “door of the sheep.” Sheep kept in fields
at night, in first-century Israel, were usually put in a cave or corral to keep them
together and protected. The shepherd himself would lay across the entrance of the
cave. The shepherds very own body became the door to the cave so that no one or
nothing could get in to attack the flock. Any predator would have to go through the
shepherd to get to the sheep. The sheep were protected by their shepherd. In verse 9
of John 10, Jesus is telling us that He is the door. He is the door to our salvation. He is
the only door. Because of the blood that was shed on Calvary’s cross for the sins of
mankind, He opened the pathway for all to have life everlasting. He is the only true
Good Shepherd that laid down His life for His sheep. Once we know Him as Savior we
hear His voice and follow Him. He becomes our caregiver, our protector watching over
our lives through the still waters and through the storms.

I have often referred to myself as a learning-disabled sheep. I’ve
used this term, and not to be derogatory, but rather a good
descriptor for how I feel sometimes when I look at my life as a
child of God. There are so many lessons along life’s journey that
have been rough and difficult and I’ve gotten through the
journey with the help of Jesus my Shepherd. I’ve seemingly felt
like I’d learned whatever He was trying to teach me; to find
myself going through the motions again and finding myself in the
same spot I’d been before, as if I never learned my lesson the
first time. Scriptures like Isaiah 53:6 remind us that we are very
much like sheep. Sheep are dependent animals, singularly
unintelligent, prone to wander, unable to find their way to the
shepherd even when he is in sight. We need a Good Shepherd to
help our helplessness and tendencies to wander and get lost.
The New Testament says something like this:
“that which I would not, that do I do, I wish I wouldn’t do it but
I’m already through. My spirit wars within me and I don’t get
any rest, I’m doing all these crazy things my flesh is such a mess.”
(Words from The Apostle by Continental Singers).
But I praise God, that I am His. He takes me, makes me, breaks
me, washes me, mends me, heals me, saves me. These are the
qualities of my Good Shepherd, Jesus. Despite myself, He’s
always watching over me. Despite myself, He’s always protecting me. Despite myself He’s
always lovingly guiding me back to Himself. What has the Good Shepherd done for you?
Additional daily reflections as we consider JESUS, Good Shepherd:
Monday: Read Isaiah 40:11. How does knowing that God is Present: tending to us, gathering us in his
arms, carrying us close, and gently leading us bring comfort to you?
Tuesday: Read Matthew 18:12-14. God is concerned about every person he has created (“not
wanting anyone to perish” 2 Peter 3:9). We come in contact with those who need Christ every day.
Pray for courage to steer them to Jesus.
Wednesday: Read John 10:27-29. Choosing Jesus gives everlasting safety. Now that’s something to
praise Him for. Spend the next 10 minutes just praising Jesus without making any requests.
Thursday: Read John 10:7-9. Doors matter. But the most important door is Jesus-Himself. How does
this picture of Christ as the door make you grateful for His care for you as the Good Shepherd?
Friday: Read Revelation 7:17. How does knowing how the story ends encourage you today?
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Adoration:

praising God for who He is!

JESUS ,GOOD SHEPHERD : Prayer of Adoration
JESUS, GOOD SHEPHERD, You, are good! You are the source of everything good in our lives.
We adore You for shepherding us daily. We praise you for being the door of the sheep and
providing a way of salvation for all. Your sovereign presence is ever tending to my needs,
gathering me in your arms, holding us close and gently leading us. What a prized child of God I
am because I belong to you. Jesus, You, are my Good Shepherd, and I shall not be in want. You
make green pastures for me to lie down in. You lead me beside the still waters. You are the
restorer of my soul. You guide me in the paths of righteousness for Your name’s sake. Even
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil for You are with me;
Your rod and Your staff they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my
enemies. You anoint my head with oil; My cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy will
follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in Your house forever and ever. Wow! What
promises you leave with me, one of Your blessed sheep. Only You can see everything ahead of
us and only You know everything in us. Only You know what is best for us so guide us. We trust
in You, the Shepherd with each step of this journey of life.
Pause to express additional thoughts of praise and worship.

Confession :

If we confess He is faithful to forgive.

JESUS, our Good Shepherd: Prayer of Confession
Jesus, our Good Shepherd, we confess that sometimes we hunger for green pastures that are
not a part of Your purpose and plan for our lives. Sometimes we thirst for waters that only You
can quench. Let us be filled by You and fulfilled in You! Forgive us for hungering and thirsting
for things other than You supply. “Purge me with hyssop so I will be clean; wash me so I will be
whiter than snow. Cause me to hear joy and gladness, that the bones You have crushed may
rejoice. Hide Your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O
God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me from Your presence or take Your
Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation and uphold me with a willing spirit,
Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners will be converted to You. (Psalm 51:713)”
Ask the Spirit to search your heart and reveal any areas of unconfessed sin. Acknowledge
these to the Lord and thank Him for His forgiveness.

Thanksgiving- Our mouths will speak in praise of the Lord!
JESUS, GOOD SHEPHERD: Prayer of Thanksgiving
Jesus, Good Shepherd, You, will come with power. And Your arm will rule for You. Behold,
Your, reward is with You, And Your reward accompanies You. You will feed Your flock like a
shepherd; You will gather the lambs in Your arms and carry them close to Your heart; You will
gently lead those that have young. Your lovingkindness is great toward us, and Your truth, O
Lord, endures forever. We praise You, Good Shepherd. It is in You, Good Shepherd, that I have
peace. I have trouble in this world but I can be cheerful because I know that You have
overcome the world. I have been set apart for Your gospel, O God – I am among those who are
called to belong to You, Jesus Christ, my Shepherd. Thank you for Your provision, guidance and
safety over me. Thank you for searching and seeking after me when I was lost . And for your
constant nourishment and refreshment I am grateful.
Praise God For:
o

o

o

o

o

the EV2 at RioLife Community Church in Mercedes TX where Manuel Gonzalez taught 39
people from 5 churches. On OJT 39 people heard the Gospel and 25 made professions of
faith. All 5 churches plan on implementing!
the EV2 Lab at Grace Missionary Baptist Church in Stillwater OK taught by Don Snipes. Five
people attended the training from 2 churches. We praise the Lord for the 2 that made
professions of faith. We had 3 for assurance and 7 that need the Lord. Pray for Grace
Church as they follow up on these new believers and prospects they found for their church.
the SYFW at San Fernando Valley Alliance Church in Van Nuys CA where Tim Nguyen taught
25 people from 2 churches, The training was in English and for a group of young people.
Hallelujah! Pray for the outreach events the church is planning in coming week to the young
people.
the SYFW at Worcester Vietnamese Alliance Church in Worcester MA. Tim Nguyen
taught 22 people. The outreach evangelistic event on Saturday night was held right
after the training. There was one soul who received Christ. Hallelujah! The Sr. Pastor
is planning to form evangelistic teams in the church for outreach in coming weeks.
the XEE Launch at CPALABRA in Raleigh NC. Six people were trained from 2 churches,
on OJT 11 people heard the Gospel and 6 made professions of faith!

Supplication- The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.
JESUS, Good Shepherd: Prayer of Supplications
Jesus, You, Only You, feed us. Lead us to listen for and follow only You. Jesus, You, heard my
voice and pulled me from the depths of the pit. Hear my cry, O Lord, my cry for relief. I
constantly need you to supply the needs of my life. When I find my way back to my flesh

nature rather than walking in the spirit. Guide me gently back to You, again and again. Let me
not go astray. Let the truth of who You are soak deep into my heart and my mind. Jesus, may
Your truth drown all my fears and insecurities. When I am weary, be my power. Renew my
strength. You are all powerful, constant, endless and strong! Knowing You is comforting and I
shall not fear. Help me to observe all Your statues and all Your judgments and follow them;
You are the Lord. May I not show partiality in judgment, but hear both small and great alike.
May I not be afraid of anyone, for judgment belongs to You, O God. Guide me in paths of
righteousness for Your name sake.
Ask God For:
•
•

•
•
•
•

many people to join in EE’s quarterly 24-hour worldwide prayer meetings as we pray through
every nation on earth in preparation for our upcoming 2023 Congress of Nations. Join now!
His favor on the Equip America on Oct 23rd in Austin TX, Jacksonville FL, Memphis TN and
Blairsville GA. Pray all four cities in this EA Event will be open to the Gospel message. Pray for
the four churches involved to be free from Covid and that each site will be blessed with Your
presence.
the group of 17 Christian missionaries in Haiti who were kidnapped by a gang on Saturday as the
religious group was returning from a visit to an orphanage.
an awareness of critical issues that your state, city or county is voting on that could
change the moral culture of your community. Ask for God’s wisdom as you make the
choices on your ballot.
for revived churches they can have a tremendous impact on the community and be used by God
to affect the entire nation.
See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends
on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces[a] of this world rather than on Christ.
Colossians 2:8
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